OVERVIEW OF THE CHURCH OF GOD MISSION WORK IN HAITI 

 Dear Friends,

Following is a lengthy - sorry for that - list of persons and organizations that were involved in the past and/or at present with relief work in Haiti.  

My work in Haiti was mainly with Sister Phyllis Newby at the Mission Station in Saintard. The Hospital and buildings there received only minor damage from the earthquake. The heart of the earthquake was about 15 km southwest of Port-au-Prince. Saintard is located 50 km north of Port au-Prince The Hospital at the Missions Compound in Saintard is, with the help of outside personal, working in a far greater capacity than before. However the need for medical supplies and food is at present and will be in the future immense as more and more people from Port-au-Prince are fleeing the capital in search for help. As I receive further updates of the relief work in Haiti I will forward these to you.

It might be of special interest for some of you to note the involvement of the German Kinderhilfswerk – Global Care now in Saintard, Haiti. You can learn more about this on the blog and reporting of Rolf Schild: http://blog.global-care.de/

Haiti Relief Information and Efforts by the Church of God

 You may know that I have been organizing Work Camps to Haiti from 1995 to 2003. The present situation in Haiti caused by the earthquake is the top news event of this new year and has touched hearts and hands around the world. Many have already given in a variety of ways to relieve some of the immense suffering that has come upon the dear Haitian people and might ask how they can do more in the future in such a time of need.

 Here is some information and the names of people I came to know personally or organizations I came in contact with during the time of my involvement in Haiti. They have been working in Haiti in the past and are presently actively involved in relief efforts to Haiti under the umbrella of the Church of God or have ties with the Church of God

John Ackermann 

Para-medical Missionary of the Church of God, Anderson Indiana, working in Haiti for more than 20 years outside of the Port-au-Prince area in Haiti, e -mail: ackerman@hughes.net 

Phil Murphy

Founder of the Home of Blessing, a home for children and youth under the umbrella of the Church of God, Anderson IN, in the mountains south of Port-au-Prince. He is also involved with Children of Promise.

http://haitihouseofblessings.org/News/tabid/637/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/18/Default.aspx  

Phyllis Newby

Phyllis Newby is from Jamaica but has been working for more than 30 years as a missionary in Haiti and is recognized as the national leader of the Church of God in Haiti. Under her guidance there are 272 local congregations of the Church of God in Haiti. Most churches have schools for children. Phyllis was responsible for establishing the Missions Compound in Saintard, Haiti, with an orphanage, a pastoral training center and a hospital. The official Name of the Church of God in Haiti is: Eglise de Dieu Reformee

The following persons and organizations are working in connection with Missionary Phyllis Newby:

Mission Haiti, Midwest and Dr. Mark Fulton, Anderson, Indiana

Dr. Fulton is the responsible person and contact in the USA for the hospital and medical work in Saintard 

Mission Haiti, North Carolina, and Marshall Blankenship

Responsible for building the mission station and hospital in Saintard. 

Hand to the Plow Ministries with Steve Coder and Tami Spurlock, Florida 

.Involved with building church buildings and well drilling in the villages.

Sahakarini, Alberta, Canada 

Sponsored a Tailoring Program in Saintard from 2000 to 2004 for Haitians to learn a trade in order to earn some income.

Children of Hope and Karen Goodyear, Ontario, Canada

A Sponsorship Program provides physical, medical relief and education for 28 children.  A Handicap Association Carrefour (school) and Dauphine School in the mountains receive monthly support. Children of Hope is working under the umbrella of the Church of God in Eastern Canada.

HELPS International with Chuck Kerr and Steve Omand, Mississauga, Ontario

HELPS International is the Missions arm of Joshua Creek Church (Hardy Steinke, Pastor). HELPS International has worked with and assists pastors and their families through conferences and care packages, they also work with the youth in Saintard and the surrounding areas. HELPS with it's partners helped with the relief effort after the four 2008 hurricanes that hit Haiti. HELPS in 2009 started to work with Pastor Penel in the south of Haiti, Camp Perrin we are working with them to finish building their Church/School structure and to lay a foundation for a Ministry/Vocational Training Centre which is an on going project. On January 26, 2010 Chuck Kerr and Steve Omand travelled to Haiti via the Dominican Republic in order to assess the situation in Haiti and to work on a plan to establish a project to work with families in a displaced persons camp just outside of Port-au-Prince who have lost everything due to the earthquake we will provide food, water, and shelter to these families through the project.

HELPS International is working on an application to the Canadian Government to ask for  $ 250,000 for this project from the matching funds on Haiti Relief by our Government. Canadian. Tax receipts will be issued for donations by individual donors. 

Kinderhilfswerk – Global Care, Germany, Reinhard Berle, Siegfried Froese, Beate Thome and Rolf Schild

The Kinderhilfswerk was established in 1976 by Erich Gajewski and Hans Juergen Pechmann under the umbrella of the Church of God in Germany. Their work consisted of arranging child sponsorships and assisting the poorest in Asia, South America and Africa in various ways.

This now is their first involvement with relief efforts in Haiti: Organizations in Germany have offered medical supplies and free transportation to Haiti. At present, Rolf Schild, (The only person I have not come to know personally but I have talked with him on the phone) was flying from Germany to the Dominican Republic in a Cargo Plane with supplies and from there to Saintard, Haiti in a helicopter that was also loaded in the same cargo plane. A medical team from Germany also arrived in Saintard on January 27.The helicopter will also assist three other relief organizations to transport persons and much needed supplies from Santo Domingo to Haiti. You may learn more about his trip and experiences in Haiti from his Blog as he will try to report on a daily basis whenever he has access to internet connections:http://blog.global-care.de/ His reporting will mainly be in German for the German constituents of the Kinderhilfswerk -  Global-Care. If you are not familiar with the German language find a button near the top of the page that says “Translate” or try to have the text translated by Google.

I should not forget to mention all other persons and relief organizations that are at present working at home and in Haiti to bring help and relief for our suffering Haitian friends. They all deserve our thanks and encouragement and need our prayers for protection and guidance.

God’s Blessings

Hans Steinke

